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Abstract

Calvin and Diakonia

Prof Dr, Samuel Lee

This articles focuses on Calvin's concept of diakonia, In order
to effectively explain this concept, -attention was directed to
Calvin's understanding of wealth and poverty because diakonia
cannot be fuly illuminated without these two concepts, Calvin
argues that the Medieval church had misunderstcod them from
two perspectives: christological and ecclesiological, A practical
solution to this misconception could be seen in communion of
the saints along with suggestion for the concept of equity. In
order to fully implement the idea of diskonia, it was crucial for
Calin to secure its doctrinal basis, Self-denialimortificatio) as a
means of sanctification and repentance was believed 0 be
essential for a believer's almsgiving., Furthermore, Calvin
advocated a two-fold function of deacon in the church,
Procurators are the deacons in charge of administrating and
managing activities for diakoina while hospitalers are the deacons
actually involved with the work of heiping the needy. Calvin's
understanding of diakonia was fully implemented in two Genevan
programs, First, it was the general hospital caring the sick as
well as providing the necessary help for them, Second, Bourse
francaise was the French fund helping the French refugees in
Geneva, It was a specific fund designed to help people in need
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~ until the point of time in which they could support themselves, 1t
- glso actively participated in the work of sending calporieurs back

to France so that they could distribute Bibles, catechisms and

" psalters to Protestants still remaining in France,

Keywords
* diakonia, wealth and poverty, communion ‘of the saints, equity,

-dual office of deacons, Bowse francaise
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40) €O 53, 202, :
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42} GO 53, 290,
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46) CO 48, 122 (3 &0 &) " Impositioc manum solemne consecrationis symbolum erat
sub lege. In hunc finem nunc apostoli niznus disconis imponunt, ut se offerd Deo
agnoscant, Quiz tamen inanis per se esset caeremonda, simul additur precatio, qua
fideles Deo commendant quos illi ministros offerunt,"
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48) CO 48, 121 (3 63 F4) “Interea hoc notare operae pretium est, legem imponi
fidelibus, ne quem nisi ideoneum praeficiant, Doe enim non levem iniuriam Facimus,
si foruito quosliebet accipimvs qui domum eius gubement, ... Quid dicit Lucas,
plencs spiritu et sapientia, sic interpretor: requitl ut instructi sint quum aliis spiritus
gratiis, tam vero prudenita, sine qua probe exercer munus illud non potest ... "
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